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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 

AIH  KDUCATION  AND  TRAINING  COMMAND 


25  February  2016 


MEMORANDUM  FOR  59  TRS/SGOWM 
FROM:  502  ISG/JA 

SUBJECT:  Ethics  Review  for  Poster  Presentation 

1.  A  request  fora  legal  review  of  a  poster  presentation  titled  “Psychiatric  History,  Deployments 
and  Impacts  of  Seeking  Care  in  a  Combat  Theater”  was  submitted  by  Capt  Michael  Glotfelter. 
The  abstract  and  any  accompanying  presentation  materials  will  be  legally  permissible  once  the 
required  disclaimer  is  included. 

2.  FACTS:  An  abstract  titled  “Psychiatric  History,  Deployments  and  Impacts  of  Seeking  care  in 
a  Combat  Theater”  was  submitted  for  a  poster  presentation.  Capt  Glotfelter  plans  to  present  this 
research  at  the  Society  of  Behavioral  Medicine  37lh  Annual  Meeting  and  Scientific  Session  in 
Washington,  DC,  30  March  -  02  April  2016.  The  abstract  lists  Capt  Glotfcltcr’s  position  as 
"Clinical  Health  Psychology  Fellow,  United  States  Air  Force.”  The  abstract  did  not  include  the 
required  disclaimer. 

3.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS:  DoD  5500.07-R,  Joint  Ethics  Regulation  (JER),  section 
3-305  lays  out  rules  governing  “Teaching,  Speaking  and  Writing.”  A  DoD  employee  who  uses 
or  permits  the  inclusion  of  his  title  or  position  as  a  biographical  detail  in  connection  with  a 
writing  incurs  potential  disclaimer  requirements.  If  the  presentation  will  "deal  in  significant  part 
with  any  ongoing  or  announced  policy,  program  or  operation”  of  the  Department  of  Defense  or 
its  components,  the  presenter  is  required  to  include  a  disclaimer  that  states  the  "views  presented 
are  those  of  the  speaker  or  author  and  do  not  necessarily  represent  the  views  of  DoD  or  its 
components.” 

4.  ANALYSIS:  The  abstract  focuses  on  utilization  of  mental  health  services  within  the  context 
of  deployment.  The  subject  matter  described  in  the  abstract  can  be  said  to  "deal  in  significant 
part  with  an  ongoing  or  announced  policy,  program  or  operation”  of  the  Department  of  Defense, 
specifically,  the  United  States  Army.  The  abstract  identifies  Capt  Glotfelter  by  his  Air  Force 
position  and  his  contribution  as  Co-Author.  The  disclaimer  must  be  included  on  the  abstract,  the 
poster  and  given  verbally  or  included  on  a  slide  during  the  any  platform  presentation.  A  Public 
Affairs  review  will  be  needed  if  it  has  not  already  been  obtained.  There  are  no  apparent  conflicts 
of  interest  that  would  prohibit  presentation  of  this  research  at  this  professional  meeting. 


5.  CONCLUSION:  The  abstract  and  any  accompanying  presentation  materials  will  be  legally 
permissible  once  the  required  disclaimer  is  included.  The  abstract  presented  for  review  should 
include  the  disclaimer  required  by  the  JER.  The  disclaimer  must  also  be  included  on  the  poster 
and  in  the  platform  presentation.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call  the  undersigned  at  671- 
5782. 


Legal  Intern 


I  concur. 


ARLENE  R.  CHRISTILLES 
Chief,  Civil  Law 


